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UJHY | LiIKE FANTASY

Lecently at the LASFS I brought up sn idea that I thought might
prove of interest to nation-wide as well as, locel funs. The idea
was to have 211 the members prepare a short paper on why they are
science fiction and fantasy fans. The result was far more interest-
ing than I had visEeli;ed. iThree %?ggz%?eslwere clamor%ng,"aftﬁr-
¥3Ehau °¥u§§ﬁe?ug&ocﬁﬁiﬁp is E%p? £6 preggn%ytﬁggtggeglgE PE%?Fi-
CON issue the LASFS papers on "Why I Am A Fantasy Fan",.

WHY I AM A FANTASY FAN

or

WHY THE MAD SCIENTIST IS GOING TO DESTROY THE WORLD
by

GUS WILLMORTH

It is rather difficult to say why I am a fen and intend to
stay that wey because in actuslity the reason th t I am a fan now
is certainly not the reason that first lured me into this predica-
ment. Perhaps it would be hest to give a graphic picture of that
happening before stating reasons for being a fentagsy fan at pre-
gent.

Many are the articles that have been written by the various

personages in fandom giving fine descriptions and high ideals for
being fans that are certainly enough to stir the fanly breast as
heviews his ccosmic attitude. I wish that I could subscribe to
these reasons for being a fan. But I fear that I cannot. Being
the type of person known to a psychiatrist as having introversion
trends, I am a dreamer, a reformer, a sociel eritic, {ohjectively,
I continue to see these trends developing in myself as yet) and
congsequently as s child, I drempt finding further escape in read-
ing books, magazines and papers. In fact, anything that contained
wordage, fictional wordege, I read. It is personally sstonishing
to me now the amount of crud I soaked up as a youngster., However,
during the consumption of western, detective, adventure, fiction,
et al, I gradurlly became sated of the more prosaic types of lit-
ey’ ture. From ths tales in Argosy All-Story, I soon found that the
fantastic mlone were a suitable compliment to the hours of dey-
d *eaming that I did. From there the progress is fairly obvious,
from avid reading of any fentasy I hrppened across to the actual
intensive searching for fantasy that » fan collector does. " And
that is the way it happened.

To explein why I am a fan now, and to meke a ststement of what
I get out of the literature at present is slightly different. That
entails, amongst other things, a self-psycho-analysis. As I first
stated, I have trends of introversion--desires to reform, socially
criticael, wishing for progress. Science~fictlon offers compensa-
tion for these desires~--~perhaps it even goes so far as to over-~
compenséte, but I believe that this effect is becoming slighter
with the years, Science Fiction and fandom have shaped my
life, I enetered fandom at an early age a5 have so many of us.
Scientific discussion has led me into interest in science; my re-
form desire leads me into wishing for scientific advance. I read
future stories. The socielogical stories of Astounding and of the
many fantasy Utopias and books of the socially minded wrieters have

—



interested me in socisl sffairs, Fantasy led me to read mytholo-~
+1es3 Tor background of fantasy creatures. Mythology led to in-

t =193t in people and the w=sy that people thought to think of these
nany legends snd creastures. My socisl eritic trends were very in-
torest: 2 in these subjects., I sm going to tske a University
course in social psychology. PFandom guite esrly offered me a

sroup of friends with common likss. Intel -
Srs,pprogressives. These psople played th%%%eﬁﬁrgegﬁl%ﬁeb$8§m%8§
of me as I am. In other words, its sll your fault.... These peo-
ple are my friends; the people I talk to; the people I live witsh;
the people with whom I associate and desire to continue to asgoci-~
ate with., That is the reason that I am a fan and the reason itiat

I intend to remain a fan, This is what I get out of fandom and out
of Science Fiction,

PROPHETIC FICTION
by
DiLE HART

I like Science Fiction becmuse it is prophetiec fiction. To
explain: I am interested in the past, present and future, to an
intense degree =--- but I am interested especially in the future.

WHAT DOES THE FUTURE HOLD”

I read Science Fiction to help me find the answer to that
guestion.

FIE AND ICE CREsM
re
héBS HODGKINS

Trying to anhalyse one's reasonsg for reading science fiction
is 1like trying to determine why one likes pie and ice cream or pre-
f ra a shower to a tub., It doesn't appear to be too obvious,

To be accused of reading it as escape literature in order to
avoid facing the realities of 1life and thus taking refuge in some
"private world" arouses a feeling of resentment, I submit that the
reading of any type of fiction can be classified as escapism and
that this is an invelid accusation to level at those who special-
ize in science fiction.

Why then do I read it? Certainly not as a member of the "GOSH,
WOow, BOY-0-BOY" school of thought, nor because I thrill viceriously
to the exploits of Patrolman Pete vs the Vand=ls of the Void.

Originally, I suppose, my interest was maintsined beceuse it
differed so completely from all other types of fiction. Thet,
plus the frcet that I'm convinced thet people are either born with

a liking for it or they're not, convertees and deserters being e
comparitive rarity.

Later, as my interest in scientific radvancement and disgust
with politics incressed, a simultaneous fascinstion end curiosity
arose in the postulations of writers regarding the developnents of
this and other cultures.

These and other reasons not yet crystalized account for my

liking for science fiction which, in summary might be expressed
as "GOBH, WOW, BOY-0-BOY",




SCIENCE FICTION FANS ARE (S TUB)BORN
By
Forrest | Ackerman

iN THE FALL OF 1926 (which, by removing vyour shoes,
you may calculate was practically 20 years agol a tad (O
years ot age went Info a drugsterz, now non=existent,
right over here on the corner ot Western & Santa Monica.
His mother had sent him.tor a bottle ot milk of magnesia,
but he suttered amnesia and brot back a mag Instead.
This s not strictly true, but ftruth is sgld fo be
stranger than fiction, and | would not wish to arousethe
indignation of such |evel-headed company as thls with a
frve account which woud strale credullty.

Suttlce 1¢
to say that on the fatetu! September morn when my inter-
est in science tictlion was born, a monstrous crustacean
was the midwife. That old boy has bezn with me all my
ltte, and 1'd welcome him as an old friend, were | to en=-
countes him in person: Paul's, guote, "fearful, lobster-
like creature" whleh ruled the domaln depicted by A. Hya-
att Verrill lying "Beyond the Pole".

Now | am certain
that as my eyes raced over instalment onz ot Dr Verri!||l's
virile serial: read thez concluding chapters of astronom-
er Serviss's "A Columbus of Space": puzzlzd over "The
Purchasez of the North Polz" . which one M. Oichewitz had
avthored vnder the pe¢euvdonym of Zhoo! 'Valrn, often angli-
cized to Jules V erne; and as | shuddered at the evoly=-
tionary monstros ities runnlng wild on Wellst "lstand of
Dr Morzau"; asnd +inally read ™MBlasphemers' Platcav",
with a disgust which still communicates itself keenly a-
cross 2 decades, tho | cannot Imagine whyj;-=1 am sure as
| read "Uncle Hugo's" selection tor the 7th Issuc of Am-
azlng Stories that | was not szeklng escape from irksome
home-work or hatetul ptanto practice nor doctors?® bills
nor a nagging wiftessano, upon retlzctlion, to the certain-
ty of the latter two V can, at least, attest,

! | am the
enemy of the agents who brand sciznce flctflon as escape
literaturce 1t may be to some; 1} Is not to mz2, This |
insist, ) have never consciously cried out, "The world

Is too much with me: Kziler, Campbell, Cummings, Kline
or Kuttner, help me to =2scapz to the Brave New Worldi"

At f1rst | must have read only +{for adventyre:; but 5
vears later | was reading ftor ideas, particularly ideas
that t could incorporate into my conduct to make myself

wor thy some day of the company of thinking mzn. So |
survived the blessings of 7 sunday schoals and became a
convert to athetsm at 15, a decisien | have never rc=-
aretted, even in the tox=holes ot Ft. MacArthur.



They say science fiction 1s escape Iliterasture. Why

the devil do they do this? fsn't a3l tictlon escape?
Some like to escape into the OQld West or coiorful hils-
tortcal periods of this or other lands; some, in the com-

tort of an easy chair, fancy the life of a gumshoe or a
Sherltock Holmes; others experience vicarious sex thrillzz
in bed-time stories with an  im-moral to them, Surely..
these readers are escaping thru the printed word? Why,
then, are stience tictlon f a n s alone singled out as
escape~gostfs?

Perhaps the eplthet s hurled at us--=-or

was in the past: I stil! momentarily forget the Atomic
Bomb has made & vast ditference in public reaction fo
sttans-~-perhaps we were lgbeled |iterary lush-heads be-
causc of a confusion of terms. bt may be that the layman
lumped science tiction and tantasy together. | am first
and foremost a science fiction tan, escaping, I any
where, and to borrow a phrase colned | belizve by Jack
Witliamson, --~e¢scaping to reality. Science tiction: The
time machine to Tomoro. Fantasy: Thz dimensional navl-
gator to never-never land. Weird fiction? Well, | }tike
weird fiction, too, to a czrtain extent, tho | have never
been able to content myseit that it is as laudable 3 ta=-
cel of tiction as scientifiction. in t he ftrinity of

science tiction, tantasy & thz supzrnatural ¢ weird fiction
|} perhaps regard as the wrong angte 1n tne otherwise
rightecus triangle. But this is dangerous ground and not
germane to the main theme of this paper.

lns wwlosingl,
I think | could net do better than to quote in part from
the editorial in the tirst sciznce +iction magazinz | evar
reade. By Hugo Gernsback, it is appropriately title "Ima-
gination & Reaiity', in it the recognized "tather of scl-
entifiction stated: "When rezading one of our scientl-
fiction stories in which thez avuthor gives tree rein to his

imagination, oproviding he 1s a good story teller, we nof

infrequently find ourselves deeply thritled, The reason
is that our imagination 1Is ftired to the nth degreec, and we
thus obtain a real satisfaction from “the time spent In
reading the story. | should |ike +to point out here how

Important this class ot titerature 1s to progress and to
the race in general.«.A scienfltiction story should not be
taken too lightly, and should not bz classed just as 1ifer-
ature. Far from it, 1t actually hzlps in the progress of
the world, it ever so tittte, and the tact remains that 1#
contributes somethling to progress that probably no other
kind of 1iterature does.” To which | add, smzn. i  have
read scizntifiction with wunabated gnthusiasm tor 20 years
because of the wealth ot novel ideas | have found in It,
ideas which | betieve made me, paradoxically, prematuraly me
ture mentally while keeping me mentally voung and mallcable
of mind. Sciencz tiction Is invaluable to mz for its cere-
bral stimulation.,
Anybody wanna fight?




CCISTRUCTIVE WORK NEEDED IN FANDOM
S
..CVHUR LOUIS TOWUEL, II

My interest in science fiction drtes back to my elghth birth-
day., I've more or less gotten into the hablt by this time.

A large number of my v.rious non-fiction interests are among
those which have inspired Stf and Fontasy ~-- Atdlantis, Satsnism,
Rocketry, and others and when I discovered fandom sever 1 years
ago, I felt like I had "come home",

My main disseppointment in fandom 1s that fans in general -
genernl, thit i8 - are not interested in doing any real construct-
ive work in the field that they read about. Lkocketeers, Sociclo-
#1sts, semanticlans are practically non-existant in the fen field,
#ven prospective airmen - for a future "Wings Over The World" - and
psychologists are only too rare.

But still - when Radar reaches the moon and atomic power makes
the headlines every day, it gives & pleasurable feeling to be able
to say, "See - we wrote about all thet years ago."”

AL, ASHLEY PREFERS
by
#L ASHLEY

Of thet field of litersture falling under the general term,
"fantrsy", 1 enjoy an occessionel'weird tsle, and find quite a num-
hor of the "pure fantasy™ stories to be gre=tly entertsining, But
ry greatest interest will elw-ys be 1n "Science Fietion",

I am particularly fond of stories based on "time travel", "the
superman concept", and much of the "sociological science fiction",
However, an "ides story" arouses in me the greatest enthusiasm,

The science fiction that I like the best must contain some
thought-provoking new idea, or new twist to en old idea. If a
heavy dose of science 1s needed to put the idea accross, I haven't
the slightest objection. If the rest of the story falls a little
short because of this, I'll probably never notice it,

Just provide me an adequste diet of plausible science fiction,
replete with sn abundance of new and novel ldeas snd concepts in
any brench of science whatever, and I'll be utterly happy. Those
who wish may h.ve their weird's and fantasies...and welcome!

AN ARCHAEOLOGIST IN OUR LIIDST
by
WALTER J. DAUGHERTY

Fantasy snd weird tie for first place in my interest with stf
falling third on the list, Fantasy end weird, to be especislly
pleasing to me, must be of » type that beses itself on fact or an
organized set-~up of non-fact as examplified by the Lovecer=ft lythos.
Lryptoleogy cobviously interests me because of my own resesrches and
lectures on the subject. The same may be ssid of pre-historic and
primetire men themes as well as Ameriesn Indians,

I alsc enjoy short funtasies with TRICK endings. In science
fiction I still go for the planet expeditionery theme



WY I PREFER WEIRD FaNTASY
b-n-
OTGRINA

There are many reasons why I am mainly interested in the
weird type of fantasy. To begin with, I had an uncanny predi-
lection for the grotesque and the fantastic. An only child on
a ranch, it was often necessary for me te invent imaginary
playmates and invest trees, plants and stones with personalities
of their own, I also had aniigl friends with whom I conversed
quite as freely as though they were human beings, Thercefore,
when I discovered that there were such things as fasrie tales
and imaginative stories of that type, I was delighted, as they

seemed to fit'right in with the imaginative little world that I
had created for myself,

My choice of literature resulted in parental disapproval
for no apparent reason other than that they deemed such stuff
degrading and unfit for mental consumption, This strengthened

£ han 1 d cr t here it
e P n LRSS IV L SR VIR [RRLONEA Sl FOSEEads, Aute
fruit being the sweetest,

The youngest iIn my classes at school, I was frequently
teased and tormented, and ignored by the older group in their
parties and games, My outraged vanity found an outlet in
studying witcheraft, references to which I had noticed in vari-
ous imaginative stories I had read, and I devised many fantas-
tic ways of wreaking revenge upon my antagonistic little school-
mates, Witchcraft and Black Magic opened entirely new vistas
of fantasy to me, and long after I had forgotten the aforemen-
tioned childish differences, I =till retained an interest in
these subjects,

As I grew older and more¢ aware of the world about me, I
embraced fantasy as a means of escape, If realifty were unexcite
ing or unpleasant at times, I would journey a mile or so into
town to the tiny public library, take a battered Burroughs vol-
ume from the shelves, and figuratively swing through the trees

L snajerd wh i% urnigg {ne

hings ?
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My preference for weird stories was partly determincd by the
limited choice of books in the small country town library. All
the "fantasy” there consisted mostly of ghost stories or oxotic

oriental and adventure tales, with the exception of a volume or
so0 of Jules Verns.

Another reesson why I tended toward the fantasy type of 1lit-
erature was that I had a hearty dislike for thc average gushy so-
called "romantic" story. The “romance™ element, thank Satan, is
frequently omitted in tales of a fantastic nature, or at least it
does not aassume major importance.

iy first encounter with Weird Tales magazine was when I was
about 3ix or seven. A neighbour woman a half mile or so away had
a grown son who read them. I would try to glhnce tlhrrough them
when on rare visits to thoe place, but was secldom able to do this,

I always reiaiembered the magazine, however, and when I became_a
bit older, bought the copiés as regularly as I could, I would



lw.ve liked to try other magazines also--in fact I did purchase a
Tew "Unknowns'--but fearing that the grudging permission to read
#oird Tales might even be denied me should I attempt to read a
greater variety of pulp literature, I contented myself with the
onc magazine.

Radio was also a great source of entertainment to me, and
81i1Co 10re of‘the my stery and eerie t{pe of dramas were featured
ﬁhaéén6%8¥tﬁgé§§?ﬂs’ thiin further influenced me toward the weird

Living four miles from the nearest tiny neighbourhood thea-
tre, I missed quite a few of the wotion pictures, but I scarched
the nowspapers avidly for any mention of mystery or weird films,
At ono time, I keut a list of those I would like to see, although
I knew I would never have a chance to view them,

Now thut my interest in fantasy is unhindered, and I have
wnltinibed access to different types of fantasy in books and mage
azancs, I £ind thet I am becoming nore and more attracted to sci-
ence fiction also. I probably would have buen interested in this
Typo os fantasy earlier in 1ife had circumstences becn a bit dif-
lerent. My only regrot is that I did not avail myself of more
gerentioic subjects when at school, so that I could more fully
appreciate tne teennical aspects of some of the better science

irction tules,

TMAGINATIVE LITERATURE HAS POTENTIALITIES
by
LNDY ANDERSON

Imaginative litersture has always proved of interest to me
because of the enormous potentislities that that stcry fcorm holds
ns e means of presenting the author's more off-treil ideas coencern~
ing science, economics, politicsal affairs ~nd other matters which
iatrigue me.

When one considers the pure enjoyment which these stories ars
¢capable of exuding, providing e author knows how to exude it,
and providing the particular publisher, magazine or book, exudes
enough of the necessary inducement to make the author exude, it is
obvious what the coup de grace will be,

As for the exalted position which I hold at present sw the most
highly indolent member of the LASFS at the present time, well....
I first got got caught up in the maelstrom of our microcosmos be-
cauge of a depp-rooted interest in editing, writing and other jour-
nalistic affairs which caught hold immedisately after I had real-
ized, just what the fan-mag reviews in Astonishing Stories was con-
cerned with -~--- and that took some time to realize ---, had sent
for a few dozens of them {6 of which eventually came) and the very
day I got the first that hit my mail bvox (Shangri-L'Affaires #9)}
and had read it through several times, I was exuding with the
prospaects of publishing one of my own.
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1Y INTEREST IN THE FANTASY FIELD
by
B Everett Evans

Having had, since eerly childhoed, an over-whelming imagina-
tion, I have =always sought out and recad all of the off-trail stor-
ies I could find, Thus, when B¢ience Fiction first founded its
own peculiar magazines, I was ripe to become a regular snd avid
reader, For in those tales I could give my imsgination free reign,
aidecd 2nd abetted by the vivid imaginstions cof the authors. .

(]

Having sampled gonerously the three me~in types of fentssy
fiction -- the streight science-fiction, the fentasy snd the weird,
I soon found that my ineterest lsy pricipslly in the scientifict-
ion type first, in pure fantasy second, and the weird or macabre
hardly =t =all. :

My great interest in scientifiction comes not only from the
far-flung reaches of imasgination it brings to my mind, but for the
mechaniczl problems it presents, and most especislly the sociolog-
ieal problems. I do not have much scientific or mechanical train-
ing or knowledge to know whether or not the author's premises and
~pplications are correct, nor do I c.re, from the standpoint of ap=
preciation of the story., When I come to s mass of ‘technical des
cription, I read it, feeling in my mind that the author end the
¢ditor know that it is substantially correct, and therefore asccept-
ing it on faith as an interesting and intregal psrt of the story,
and let it go at that., I do my reading for the pleasure of the
story and its scope, not critically for possible flaws.

The psychological and sociological iproblems which have haen
pres.nted and worked out in many stories I have read heve helped
elarify in my own mind » number of the present day problems con=
Jionting the world,so that I hove been enablced to build myself a
rather satisfactory philosophy of life, Whether that philosophy
be wrong or right I csnnot know, yet I do know that it h=g enabled
me to find life much richer and more satisfuctory than before.
However, I try tc ke=p an opzn mind, and as new facts and dats come
to my cttention, I seek to evaluste them &3 best I msy, snd »dd them
to my growing phileosophy.

The reaslm of pure fantesy is but snothur facet of thst imagi-
nation which I possess, or which possesses me, and brosdens and
mnukes more gratifying my pleasure in thoughts of thst nature. I
honestly believe that my life has been richer, fuller and far more
happy end satisfying because of these types of literature, than
it could possiblg have been had I never been able to do el1l the
rcading along these lines that I have done.

As to whether or not this is "escape" literature, and read for
that reason, I am not altegether sure. It is perhaps probable that
what I feel is a gre~t sense of imagination,is only a sub-conscious
desire to escape. I do know that I resd for pleasure and relaxa-
tion of the body, es well as exhileration_ of the mind., If that be
"escepe™ it is all X with me -«~- I'm enjoying it right slong.

R




/Y FAVORITE SCIENCE- FICTION

THE MUMMY starring Boris Karloff:

been my favorite for several reasons. It was as authentic
a8 was possible from an actual archaeological standpoifit.
Even the refersnces to the gods of ancient Egypt were exact,
except, of course, where the scroll of life came in. All in
| all the picture held your attention from beglnning to end.
The one scene 1 shall never forget however was the one where
‘ the young British Egyptologist was sitting in the dimly 1lit

' This picture, made several years ago by Universal has always

room Treading off the Egyptian Helroglyphs which brought the
mummy (Boris Karloff) back to life. As the eyes slowly open
-2d, they seemed like liquid pools in the midst of a mass of
vndisturbed dust, As the fingers started to move and the
armg 9lowly dropped, you could see the thin whisps of dust
much the seme as cigarette smoke,curl up to disintegrate in-
to thin air, I have made several attempts to find out why
it has never been re-rsleased only to find that Universal
has cut it up to make sequences for other pics such as these

new, so called "Mummy" pictures that are more horrible than
{ they are horror,

THE CAT PEOPLE atarring Simone Simone:

The picture, as a whole, was pretty fair entertainment but
the one scene that really got me was Jjust a very cleverly

done camera trick. The cat-woman followed another of the
women in the cast down inte the basement of a home where
there was a dimly 1lit swimming pool. You could hear a cat

"orying” in .the background and the camera psnned around the
wnlls where the reflected shadows were flickering egainst
them. You could see a thousand indistinct cats but no reel
one, They all arose in your imegination. The psychology of
the scene was prepared to really give you the creeps.It:did.

THINGS TO COME with Raymond Massey:

There are two stenes from this which ars outstanding in my

mind: The first one was where Massey, first erriving in his

tiny plane, had landed and detached himself from the reat of

the ship and walked to a small rise in the terrain and look-~

ed at the c¢ity. It gave me the fesling of the arrival of the
scientific age which all true science-fictionista visualize

in the future. The other scene of course was the firing of

the space gun with Maassey's speech at the finish.

: |

THE UNINVITED starring Ray Milland:

The sinister ghost in this was the finest portrayel ever
put on a screen of materislization of matter. Fareiot FEdo-

uart deserves a fine hand for his wonderful work on-this se-

quence as the special effects cameraman.



creeps.lt

AND FANTASY FILMS

KING KONG starring {am I kidding?)

Although I have seen some of thé color motion
pictures made by Ray Harryhausen (local fan)
which I believe are the finest ever filmed,
The finest ever to see wilde dJdistribution in
the prehlistoric animal sequences is the Dbat-
tle between Kong and the Tyranosaurus Rex, It
vias very well done.

TANTASIA by Walt Disney

There are far t00 many sequences in this film
that were terrific for me to select any one
sequence as tops. It was terrific - ell of it,

THANTOM OF THE OPERA starring Lon Chaney:

Yhen I saw this picture at the time of 1ts re
~-leagse the sequences 1n the catacombs when
Chaeney turns around at the organ after being
unmasked, I was definitely frightened., (Being
£9 years old now, you can see that I was just
. xid when I first saw it,) Later I saw it
sgain (about a year ago) and of course, I was
groatly disappointed. I'm sorry that I saw
it agaln as it spoiled a great illusion I had
of the sequence. Claude Rains did a very
nice job, however, in the modern vsrsion. B
thought the mekeup very good, When we pan
the late horror pictures for not showing real

horror we must realize that there are censors
o contend with,

THE PICTURE OF DORIAN GREY starring Hurd Hatfield:

This picture again glves me its greestest kick by a bit of
clever work on the part of the cameraman, The scene was the
amall attic room where Dorian kept his portrait just after he
had killed the artist, the hanging lamp which was hit began
swinging to and fro, giving a contrasting, changing shadow,
This combined with the set expression of the murderer made
up a very effective scene.

THE INVISIBLE MAN starring Claude Rains:

This was one of the first attempts to do a good job of show-
ing either the dematerialization or the materialization of
the human bedy. The cemera came in close and showed the
change without moving away the camers, .,  Although it has
beenn done better since then that scene has always remained
with my choicest recollsctions of films.




